Plumpton School 2026

OWMPT,

M. s ¥

PLUMPTON SCHOOL

CLIMATE ACTION AND SUSTAINABILITY POLICY

Our climate change education intent.

To ensure that all staff are equipped to give our children the knowledge and tools required to understand
climate change, take climate action and proactively protect the climate.

What is climate change?

United Nations definition — Climate change refers to long term shift in temperature and weather patterns.
Such shifts can be natural, due to changes in the sun’s activity or large volcanic eruptions. But since the
1800s, human activities have been the main driver of climate change, primarily due to the burning of fossil
fuels like coal, oil and gas.

There are many factors that can make the Earth warmer and colder including:
e greenhouse gases caused by human activity,
e deforestation, where more than half of the world’s surface has been ploughed and paved,
e ozone layer trapping heat closer to the Earth’s surface
o different types of air pollution which have different effects on the atmosphere.

The challenge of climate change is formidable. For children and young people to meet it with
determination, and not with despair, we must offer them not just truth, but also hope. Learners need to
know the truth about climate change — through knowledge-rich education. They must also be given the
hope that they can be agents of change, through hands-on activity and, as they progress, through guidance
and programmes allowing them to pursue a green career pathway in their chosen field (DFE 2023).

What can we do?

The DFE has called on all education sectors to create a sustainability climate action plan to show how we,
as a school community, can support national and international initiatives which are aimed at protecting the
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world through direct climate action. At Plumpton Village School, we have an important role to play in this,
particularly reducing our environmental footprint to work towards Net Zero and giving all our children and
adults the knowledge and skills to thrive in a green economy and help restore nature.

Through our sustainability climate action plan, we will engage directly with children and young people
who are passionate about the natural world, want to do their best to protect it and can influence their
wider communities.

Through their learned and lived experiences from early years to Year 6, our children will develop a broad
knowledge and understanding of the importance of nature, sustainability and the causes and impact of
climate change and to translate this knowledge into positive action and solutions.

Using the four areas identified in the DFE’s Sustainability and climate change strategy Sustainability and
climate change: a strategy for the education and children’s services systems - GOV.UK our sustainability
and climate action plan will focus on:

1. Decarbonisation e.g. taking action to reduce carbon emissions and becoming more energy
efficient.

2. Adaptation and Resilience e.g. taking action to reduce the risk of flooding and overheating.

3. Biodiversity e.g engaging with National Education Nature Park Home | Education Nature Park

4. Climate Education and Green Careers e.g. knowledge rich comprehensive teaching about climate
change.

It will also include:

Creating an environment from an early age where we can connect to nature is essential for self-
enforcement in protecting and valuing nature’. Ensuring our children will:

e spend time in nature and learn more about it
e become actively involved in the improvement of their local environment

e know that regular contact with green spaces can have a beneficial impact on their physical and
mental health.

Climate adaptation and decarbonisation activities can provide powerful learning opportunities.
Ensuring, our children will:

e participate in the implementation of climate adaptation measures

e learnin buildings designed for net zero

e find out more about the impact of energy and water use

e See sustainability brought to life in the buildings around them, allowing them to gain experiences
which will enhance and contextualise their learning.

January 2026


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sustainability-and-climate-change-strategy/9317e6ed-6c80-4eb9-be6d-3fcb1f232f3a
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sustainability-and-climate-change-strategy/9317e6ed-6c80-4eb9-be6d-3fcb1f232f3a
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/
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What are we already doing?

Curriculum reflects climate and sustainability awareness and is becoming embedded across school.
Recycle paper, cardboard and glass.

Manage the Fair Share and Aldi surplus Food Stall thereby supporting a reduction in food waste.
Operate a Pre-Loved school uniform store.

Closely liaise with onsite catering team to ensure minimal food waste and a balanced lunch time meal is
supplied.

Motion sensors on school lighting for automatic switch off to reduce electricity bill and our carbon
footprint.

Promote walking to school for those families living in the village.
Operate a Car Share scheme for those children who attend school from Penrith.
Blinds fitted to windows of South facing classrooms to help reduce requirement for cooling in summer.

Outdoor classroom — with opportunities for children to engage in play with natural resources. Opportunities
for children to plant and grow flowers and vegetables to learn about plants and the food cycle. Observations
of seasonal changes and minibeasts also a focus in the outdoor classroom.

Regular visits to local farms so children can understand how food is produced but also efforts by local
farmers to increase bio-diversity on their land. As part of this some children have taken part in a hedge
planting initiative. Children visit neighbouring farms to watch cows being milked and learn how vital high-
quality grass and cattle feed can impact the quality of milk.

Through our sustainability action plan we will engage with our children to encourage them to be passionate
about the natural world, encourage them to do their best to protect it and how they can influence the
wider community. Through their lived experience from early years to year 6 , our children will develop a
broad knowledge and understanding of the importance of nature, sustainability and causes and impact of
climate change and thereby translating this knowledge into positive actions and solutions.

Using the areas identified in the DFE’s Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy our action plan will.

1. Decarbonisation of our education by reducing our carbon emissions, becoming more energy
efficient and as such saving money.

2. Biodiversity of our education by engaging with local farmers, the Wildlife Trust, Friends of the Lake
District and other stakeholders.

3. Utilise current Climate education and Green Space knowledge to enrich teaching about climate
change.

4. Spend time in the outside Classroom to allow the children to learn more about the environment.
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It also means our children will be actively involved in the improvement of the local environment. They will
have regular access to green outdoor spaces which can be beneficial to their physical and mental health.
They will also become more aware of the impact of the energy, water and other resources the school uses
and efforts the teaching staff supported by Governors are making to reduce the schools carbon footprint.

Climate action plan

separated into food
and non-food waste

already held

Action Steps Timeline | Cost Resources Person
responsible.
Set up a climate Ask for children Within Low. Badges? Climate SP
ambassador group volunteers across autumn ambassador
school term badges
Carbon footprint reduction

Sign up to Lets go Register online Spring Free Lest go Zero Climate
Zero 2030 Term website Ambassadors
Continue to promote | Use school’s website On going Free None Climate
Lift Share School’s Facebook Ambassadors
Continue to promote | Use school’s website On going Free None Climate
walking to school School’s Facebook Ambassadors
Continue to use On going | Low. High vis Risk assessment Staff
walking bus when vests already and Staff training?
children visiting local held.
area Replacement

vests if required.
Replace current Quotes for supply of Sept 26 High. Quote for CEF Penrith Govs.
lighting with LED items and then supply of

quotes for fitting. fittings/disposal | Local electrician

of old fittings

£2100 approx.

Awaiting cost to

fit
Funding for solar Continuous Jan 28 Free whilst LA and DFE Govs.
panels and heat awareness to possible investigating websites,
pump. Aspiration to LA and DFE funding to sources of Government
have solar panels on | support these funding announcements.
south facing roof by initiatives.
Jan 29 if funding
permits. Heat pump
once existing boiler
breakdown beyond
economical repair.

Waste Reduction and recycling

Kitchen waste Brief kitchen staff On-going Low Food waste bin Orion
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Compost bin near Children to be On-going Low. Compost Compost bin EM
school garden for encouraged to use as bin
fruit waste at part of garden
playtimes management
Water butts for Procure and fit water | Sept 26 Low. Cost of School handy man | AW
watering plants butts water butt,

stand, tap and

connection to

down spout
Continue to promote | Publish on school On-going Low Donations KH
Preloved uniform website when shop is
shop and possible open
expansion into
sportswear.

Green space and Biodiversity

Increase the schools | Continued regular use | Easter 26 Low Outdoor EM
knowledge of of outdoor classroom. classroom already
biodiversity by Farm/garden/wildlife exists. Replant
classroom based centre visits. Create a current School
learning and regular school gardening club garden
use of outdoor
classroom and
farm/garden/wildlife
centre visits
Increase Biodiversity | Regular inspection Summer Medium. Tree Tree survey and SP
on school property and maintenance of 26 survey and tree surgeon

by good tree
management

existing trees by
competent person.
Removing and
replacing diseased
trees if applicable

remedial works
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